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ls Trouble. is given your Lordſhip by a 
£ Perſon, 2 Stranger to you, Who has 
9 5 very little either of Capacity, Inclination, 
__ who is firmly perſuaded, from the general 
Ofence, which ſome of your Lordſhip's late Wri- 
tings have given, thar this Cauſe will be undertaken, 
and the Miſtakes in thoſe Writings ſet in a clear Light, 


by Perſons much better qualify'd : But who, notwith- 
ſtanding all theſe Diſſuaſives, cannot prevail with 


i 


himſelf to fir as an ungoncern'd Spectator, whilſt ſuch - 


Principles are advanc'd, as, in his Apprehenfion, do 
manifeſtly tend to a Diſſolution of the whole Frame 
2nd Conſtitution of that Church, or which he has 
been many Years an unworthy Miniſter. 
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or Leiſure to engage in Controverſy; and 


4 * 
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well- compacted Body or Society, and which xecom- 
mend a Confederacy, Concord and Union among the] 


., that, none of the Engines of this World would be made 
| pe of againſt me, nor the ſecular Arm be call'd upon; 


1 (4) 
1 ſhall need no Apology for a Conduct toward your 
Lordſhip, which is warranted by your own Example. 


I have certainly the ſame-Right to offer my Exceptions 


to a Sermon of your Lordihip's, which your ſelf thought 


fit to aſſume, when but a Presbyter, in cenſuring a 


Piſcourle of a late excellent and worthy: Prelate, tho 
recommended to the World by the like high Authority, 
to that which now graces your Lordſhip's Title Page. 

Your: Lordſhip is ſuch gn Enemy to Infallibility in 
others, that undoubtedly you will lay no Claim to it 
your ſelf ; nor preſume that an abſolute Power of in- 
xerpreting the Laws of Chriſt, is lodg'd in you, 10 as 
tg commind the Aſſent of others, any farther than is 
conſiſtent with their own Reaſon. For my own parti- 
cular, I have impartially conſulted that ſcanty Portion 
of it, with which it has pleaſed God to enlighten me, 


in relation to the new arid ſtrange Doctrines ſpropaęa- 


red by your Lordſhip; and as far as I have any Faculty 
of judging, they appear to me entirely deſtructive of all 
Order aid Government, of all Unity, Peate and Com- 
munion in the Churth, and contradictory to all tho, 
Scriptures which repreſent the Church as à regular and 


Members. WL ng 
I think I ſee the Will of God, otherwiſe, than it is 


repreſented by your Lordſhip; I think it my Duty, and 


$ 


. your Lordſhip has taught me, that it is my Right to 


rofeſs and publiſh what I think I ſee: and. by re: 


| ous upon your Lordſhip's Principles, I might ſatis} 


my ſelf, that no Power upon. Earth has Authority to 


reſtrain me from expreſſing. my Thoughts with the 
moſt unbounded Freedom in a Matter of Religion and 


Conſeience. Notwithſtanding which, I ſhall proceed 
as with a due Regard'to your Epiſcppal Character, 10 
with ſome to my own Safety, and'nor preſume too far 


ould 1 happen to break in 77 
Immn=+*ri=s. withit which your Lor 
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+ choſe to exemplify y our Ob | 
gion and the Woorlh, ip of God. Which Words I can- 


vou would have them unq erſtood, I f al let them pals 
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ently entre h'd ; or let fall any ſuch unwarrantable 


and obnox:lous Appellation, as my inward Canviction 
and private Belief might ſuggeſt to me. | 7 
I have the Ain een of agreeing with your Lord- 
ſhip in your ititroductory Remark. I readily allow, 
that the Meaning annex'd to certain Words or Sounds, 
does undergo great Alterations by length of Time, and 
the ſame Word come, by Degrees, to ſtand for 4 Campli- 
cation of Notions a diſtant from the original Intention of it; 
nay, as contradifory' ta it, as Darkneſs is to Light. I am'fo 
far from diſputjn g this Point, that it was ance in my 
Thoughts to have confirm'd your Lordſhip's Obſerva- 
tion, by ſeveral q ther Inſtances of Words, that have 
chang d their Origt nal Signification, in at leaſt as re- 
markable a Degree, as any of thoſe Terms alledg'd by 
your Lordſhip, t. | 
But not to waſteithe little time I can ſpare, in ſuch a 


* 


needleſs Digreſſion, {let us ſee how your Lordſhip makes 


good the Point. 


The two firſt Inſt ances ay which your Lordſhip has 
ervation, are theſe, Reli- 


not deny to have been too often miſapply'd (as in- 
deed what one Word, in the whole Compaſs of Speech 
has not?) and wreſteg1 to a Meaning very different from 
what they naturally | mport. There is no Doubt but 
chere have been, and are too many, who lay too great 
a Streſs on the exterx al Circumſtantials of Religion, 
and the Acts of public k Worſhip, who have the Form of 
Gedling! without the Pi wer, and yet fatter themſelves, 
and induce others to }»elieve, that thi:y are truly reh- 


gious Men, and fincez e 8 of God. And if 


your Lordſhip's Reflexj ons look no fi:rther than theſe, 
ſo far we are ſtill agres d. And whart ver farther Infi- 
nuations, I and the gi :herality of y1our Readers may 


- 
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conceive. to be couch d \ inder ſome o]' the Expreſſons I 


asd by your Lordſhip, in the Diſcul ſion of theſe two 
Points, het as thoſe Ex reſſions are ci pable of an In- 
ter pretation different fro m that, in 1vhich we believe 
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- as under that innocent and inoffenſive Meaning, and 
proceed to more obnoxious Paſſages, yyher e there is no 

room left for any ſuch Evaſion. ; SIG 
Aͤt beſt, it niuft be ſaid that your Lordſhip appears 
very unfavourable to any thing that is ex ternal in the 
Service of God. To make Amerids' for which, one 
might at leaſt have expected to mee t with a very a- 
„ bundant Zeal, and more than ordinary Concern for 
dſtat Part of Religion, which is ſer ted in the Heart. 
But when, iriſtead of that, we find i you ſtriking at the 
very Root of all Goodneſs, deprec :jating the ſolemn 
Duty of Prayer, by ſeparating Deva tion from it, which 
is the Life and Soul of it; How ſha cking is the Diſap- 

* Pointment ? | 5 8 
What, my Lord, is Piety become : ſo predominant in 
the Age, that the Exorbitant Gi :owth of it muſt be 
| check'd? and is it to be check'd by | uch Hands? Does the 
| * Fever of Devotion rage fo fiercely, as to ſtand in Need of 
fluch cooling Preſcriptions? _ | | 
be Word Prayer by. the Help f Men, and voluminous 
| Rules ef Art, is come to ſignify Hear and Elam: in the 
* beſt Diſpoftion in the World, and yi :t not . degout enough to 
' Pray 3 ———Intexſene(s of Heat. — being in Fever: Ve. 


Tay 


y witty indeed! pretty Ironies j n the Mouthof a Chr... | 


| {tan Biſhop, ori'ſo ſerious and I acred a Subject! Thi: 
I am ſure, Ft touching the very Vitl g of all that is Good, ar. 
- coftſequently, bj? your Lordſhip! s own Allowance, o 
In Duty, to bt reſiſted, with a morf open and undiſguiſed 2 
ban ordinary, ot 9 2 
Nothing furt: can be more | contrary to the who): 
.” Stream and Ter iour of the ſacg ed Writings, than 
- your Lordſhip laas taught in his Paragraph, with re- 
ference to Prayier. You are p leas d to call it. A calm 
and undiſturb'd 141dreſs to God, and plead aur Lord's Di- 
rections about it :, in Juſtificat ion of your Notion. But 
no ſuch Directi on appears it 1 Scripture, He cautions 
his Followers int leed againſt y ain Repetitions and Oſten- 
- tation, when rl 1ey pray 3 hi: cenfures the Phariſees for 
making long Pr ayers only ftor a Shew : But where does 
be fay, that Payer mult If 2 calm and andiſturb'd, ©: 


* 
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1 
bſe any other Expreſſion of the like Importance 2 
Where does he attempt to moderate or aſſwage the 


0 WF Fervour of in ward Devotion, or warn his Dilciples 

againſt makin\; their Requeſts to the Father, with too 
much Vehemetice ? | | 
y So far from that, that we expreſly read, he ſpake 


the Parable of the Widow, and the ut juſt judge, Luke 
Aviii. 1. 10 this end, that Men ought alwayi to pray, and not 


0 faint; i. e. to be urgent and importu nate, and to ſo- 
85 licit with Earrieftneſs; as farther appes rs by the Pa- 
_ rable of the Man that borrow'd three Loaves of his 


Friend at Mid-night, Luk. xi. 5. by that o f the Publican, 
cb who ſmote upon his Breaſt, in a deep Co mpunction of 
Po Soul, and humble Senſe of his own Uinworthineſs, 

when he. conſider'd how great a Sinner he had been: 

by the Directions he gives them to ask, a nd ſeek, and 
de knock: From none of which Circumſtance 's can we be 
"" encourag d to hope, that God will hear od ir Petitions 
of if they are cold and lifeleſs, _*- 2: 219 

But Prayer, you ſay, in that Form, whij:h our Lord 
ru taught his Followers, was calm and undiſt urb'd. Joſt 


attended with thoſe Properties in the Uſe, which de- 
pend on the Affection of him that uſes it. Your Lord- 
thip may be ca/m and undiſturb d, when you ſay the Lord's 


eher: But 1 bore there are thoſe, who ret eat it with 
„ Warmth, arid a [fvely Emotion of Spirit. I: 2462; 
ry , But nothing can more convincingly aſſure us, what 


was our Saviour's Will in this Caſe, than his own 
* Practice. And did he ſatisfy himſielf, when he pray d 
oz irh as little Devotion as would content your Lordſhap.? 
e. Was he quite ſo indolent and unrnov'd, Luk. Xii, 44. 
* when being in an Agony he pray d n nore earneſtly, and his 
Di Oweat-was as it were great Drops of B/ bod falling down zo rhe 
5 . 5 57-5575 ate SR 
as 3 tere needed any; farther Pre of, I-could pur your 
8 Lordſhip in mind of S. Raus Com men dation of Epaphrat, 
or i . who, he tels the Colo, tanz, labour d fervently 
— 8 9 — 272 apg.of S. . 3 fam. 
„ ens, Feu eryent Pr gyer of 4 righteous Man 
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certainly it was not ſo at the Delivery, th of it may be 
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(8) 
tulileih much; with a multitude of other | Texts, as full 
and appoſite, as aa that have been cited. And now, 
pray, my Lord, cemſider, how very different a Notion 
any common Ca pacity may form upon. a Peruſal of 
theſe Scriprures, from thoſe which. your Lordſhip la- 
bours to inculcaſce, *Tis indeed amazing to me, with 


Or your Lordſhip might mean perhaps, by thoſe 


Sarcaſtical Ex reſſtons above- cited, anly to ręflect on 
ſome modern ' Books of Devotion, that recommend Fer- 


vency of praj er. But Whatever was intended by them, 


they do, in e ffect, cit. a Diſhonour on thoſe Places ol 
Holy Writ, vvhich I have Nr And I cannot but 
add, that, h::4 your Lordſhip's Sermon; appear'd with: 
out ſo venerablea Name in the Front of it z had it been 
publiſh'd by, a"conceal'd Author; I ſhould not eafily 

av? been ſerfincen, but chat Expreſſion, Intenſeneſs of 
Heat, had bi en a defign'd Burleſque on, what is (aid ot 
our Saviout', in his Agony, that he prayed more-earneſt- 
Iy (or inteiaſely ] your Lordſhip knows how it is in the 
Original, ee eee e 
Wil it be alledg'd, that what appears ſo Offenſive in 
this Paragra ph, is moderated by thoſe qualifying Phraſes, 
in ſuch 4 manner, and to ſuch 4 Degree, that your Lordſhip 
does Hot abſolutely make a jeſt of all Heat and Flame in 
Prayer, bit only of Enthufiaſtics Raptures? Alas} 
How few of your Readers will ſo underſtand you? How 
many that are not aware of the Niceties of Pointing, 
will (as the Turn of the Period naturally enclines them) 
make à fullef Pauſe at the Word Flame, than the Com- 
ma directs them ta do; will ſuppoſe the Sentence to be 
Half over there, and to end, Wee indeeꝗ it is ended, 


(notwithſtanding the Fallacy of a wrong Stop) with 
the Word pray? . 
. . How your Lordſhip manag d in the Pronunciation, 1 
-6an only gueſs; but I am ſure that Period may wh 
7 hq | 5 * 5 
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pronounc'd that thoſe Clauſes, in ſuch 4 Manner, and to 
ſuch 4 Degree, ſhall not be thought to limit, but to con- 
arm and aggravate what went betore, 
Your Lordſhip plainly oppoſe Hear and Flame to that 
Calmne(s and Vndijturbedneſs with which, you ſhall have 
our Addrefles to God accompanied: And if you had 
meant to allow of atiy rhe ſmalleſt Degree. or Favour, 
or godly Tranſport, that might diſorder that Tranquilt- 
ty, and put the Soul into any kind of Agitation; it had 
been fair, and ſure it was fo highly requiſite, to have told 
us how far your Conceſſions extended. Could not one 
Line be afforded, in a Caſe of ſo much Conſequence, to 
guard againſt Miſtakes, and to ſatisfy us, in proper and 
direct Terms, that you did not mean to ſtifle all pious 
Breathings of the Soul, nor totally to éxtinguiſh all 
Sparks Devotion ? But, in Truth, as the matter 3s 
repreſented by your Lordſhip, there are many who fo. 
apprehend you; and who cannot conceive how, ac- 
cording to your Lordſhip's Dictates, there can be any 
room left for Elevation of Thought, in contemplating 
the Majeſty of God; for the Acts of Shame and Ab-. 
horrence, and godly Contrition, when we are humbled. 
with a Senſe of our Guilt 3 for a ſprightly Joy and 
Exultation under the aſſurance of pardon 3 for grateful 
Ejaculations, when we reflect on God's Mercies: Nay, 
not even for the Hope of everlaſting Bliſs, or the Fear 
of everlaſting Miſery. Our Paſſions muſt all be ſtupi- 
hed, and every Power of our Souls lie dormant and 
becalm d, tor fear of diſcompoſing that ealy- Serenity 
with which your Lordſhip would have us pray. 
What Influence your Do@rines wil have, or What 
Adherent you will again over, I am not able to fore- ſee 
But J hope the Number will not be very large, of thoſe 
who will think it adviſeable to liſt themſelves in your 
Lordſhip's new Sect of Proteſtant Quieſt im. 
As for what you ſay of the Love of God, which is the 
next of thoſe perverted Words you inſtance in: Tho' 
your Lordſhip has ſet it as low as poſſible, and ſeem 
particularly careful, that Men may not offend in the 
Exceſs of this, or any 1 hing elle that is good; Jeu as, 
"Ws chere 
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there have been-well meaning Men, who have over. 
ſtrain'd that Duty, and amus d themſelves and others 
with unneceſſary Scruples, I ſhall ſuppoſe your Lord- 
ſhip's Reflexions to be level'd againſt them, and not 


ſtay to adjuſt the Difference between your Lordſhip 
and them. 

And now are we come to the laſt of theſe Words or 
Sounds, the Miſ-uſe whereof has given your Lordſhip 
ſo much Offence ; that myſterious, inexplicable Phraſe, 
ſo full of inconſiſtent Images, the Church of Chriſt. This 
Church of Chriſt, according to your Lordſhip, is the King- 
dom of Chriſt, and a Kingdom of which he is himſelf, nor 
only the ſole King, but the ſole Lawgiver, the ſole 
Judge, the ſole Interpreter of his own Laws; a King- 
dom in which he neither acts himſelf, nor has inveſted 
any one elſe with an Authority to act for him. And 
you are pleas'd to infer, Pag. 13. by one of the oddeſt 


Conſequences that ever was drawn from any Propoſition, | 


that becauſe he never interpoſes himſelf, therefore he has 
left no Deputy : which if he did interpoſe, there would 
certainly be no Occaſion for; but at his Departure into 
Heaven, when he was no longer to govern his Church 
in perſon, he provided for the good Government of it, 
by others whom he commiſſion'd to teach and expound 
his Laws, to bear rule and Authority over his Sub- 
jects, to be his Vice-gerents, to act in his Name and 
Sread, and to perpetuate a Succeſſion of Men rhro' all 
the ſucceeding Ages of the World, in whom the ſame 
Powers ſhould be lodged. And tho' he made none of 
them infallible, nor exempted them from humane 
Frailties, yet ſtill he requir'd his church to obey them, 
and to be guided bv their Inſtructions, where tbey were 
not contrary to his. The Places of Scripture that 


— theſe Aſſertions, are ſo numerous, and ſo well 


nown to your Lordſhip, that it is needleſs to tran- 
ſcribe them, | 

And indeed, had he made no Proviſion for the or- 
derly and regular Government of his Subjects, either 
by interpoſing himſelf, or by his Spirit working in 
them, not by the ordinary Operations, as at preſent 
+ ut 


the Bo 
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but in as full and ample Meaſures, as in the Apoſtles 
Days; or by ſubſtituting Vice-gerents to act for and 
under him, to ſatisfy the Doubts of his People, and 
explain the Meaning of his Laws, by comparing them 
with one another, ro reſtrain Offenders, and keep in 
Awe the Diſturbers of irs Peace and Unity? I ſay, if no 
Care had been taken, by ſome one of thele ways, to 
keep his Subjects in Order; the Church of Chriſt muſt 
have been a Babel, and his Kingdom a Realm of Con- 
fuſion. | | 

If Chriſt our King and Law-giver, who is All-wiſe, 
Unerring, All- ſufficient, had been pleas'd to act per- 
ſonally in his own Government, or had he thought fit 
to have conducted his Subjects by the Guidance of ir- 
reſiſta ble Grace; there would then have been no need 
of inferior Magiſtrates, But as neirher of theſe is the 
Caſe; in his Kingdom, as well as the Kingdoms of 
this World, there muſt be, and there is a Subordination 
of Miniſters, who are the Judges and Guides of his 
People, by vertue of an Authority, that he has dele- 
gated to them, 

Let us conſider the Church under any other of thoſe 
Images, by which it is repreſented in Scripture, and 


we ſhall find that they all combine to give us an Idea 


of it, as of an orderly and well govern'd Society. Some- 
times it is figur'd to us, under the Similitude of a na- 
tural Body: But does that conſiſt of disjointed Mem- 
bers, looſely put together, and connected by no Sinews 
or Ligaments ? no more can the Spiritual Body with- 
out Rules and Orders, which are the Bands and Liga- 
ments of Society. We are often ſaid to be united in 
one Body under Chriſt our Head : Eph. iv. 15, 16. 
from whom the whole Body fitly join d together and compacted by 
that, that very Foint ſupplieth, according to the Effefual 
Working, in the meaſure of every Part, maketh Increaſe of 

. unto the edifying it ſelf in Love. And He who is 
our Head, ver. 11, 12. gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſom? Pro- 
phets, and ſome Evangeliſts, and ſome P aſtors and Teachers, for 
the perfefling of the Saints, for the Work of the Miniſtry, for 

1 


the edefying of His Body. : 
* j 5 | Take 
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Take the Church as a Building: as ſuch it is call'd, 
1 Pet. ii. 5. Eph. ii. 20. One Spiritual Houſe, built upon the 


Foundation of Prophets and Apoſtles, Feſus Chriſt himſelf bei ng 
the chief Corner-Stone. And Chriſtians are compared to a 


Building City fram'd, growing to an Holy-Temple in the Lord. 
Eph. ii. 21. Can a Heap of uncemented Stones com- 
pole ſuch à Building fitly fram'd > No more can a 
Number of Men calling themlelves. Ciriſtians, but 
under no Body's Governance or Direction, compoſe a 
Spiritual Edifice. Can a material Fabrick be of long 


Duration, with no one to ſurvey it, to repair its Brea- 


ches, and prevent its Decay? No more could the Build- 

ing of Chriſt's Church. Let us look upon the Body of 
Chriſtians, as the Members of a large Houſhold or 
Family. In that there muſt be Stewards, and other 
governing Servants of Different Degrees, to preſerve a 
good O Economy. Let us conſider them as Soldiers 
mehring under Chriſt's Banner: and there we ſhall ſee 
Occaſion for General and Subaltern Officers. And the 
Cafe will be ſtill the ſame, if you take a View of the 
Church, under any other Image. 

Butwhatam I doing; Am I labouring to convinceone 
of the Governors of Chriſt's Church, of the higheſt Order, 
that Chriſt has left a power of Governing? Very _ I 
am for the unhappy Neceſſity, but your Lordſhip has 
made it neceſſaty for me. For either I am incapable of 
underſtanding the Meaning of Words, or your Lord- 
thip diſowns the Legality of thoſe powers which at the 
fame time you continue to exerciſe. This you appear to 
me to do in many Places, but particularly in the fol- 
lowing paſſage, Page. 12. Nay, whoever hath an 
Autbortty to interpret any written, or ſpokdn Laws 3 it is he, 
who is truly the Law-giver, to all Tmtents and Purpoſes; and 
ner the Perſon, who firſt wrote and (poke them. Con ſequent- 
ly, when your Lordſhip, or any other Miniſter, pre- 
ſumes to explain the Laws of Chriſt, he makes himſelf 
che Law-giver, and does what you condemn thro* your 
whole Sermon, uſurp an Authority, that belongs to 
Chriſt alone. And if ſuch be our Caſe, we have no- 
thing more to do but to throw up our * — 
6 K | . 7939 A 1 urc 
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, Church has no need of us, fince we not only do no Ser- 
he vice, but are guilty of a criminal Uſurpation. 
Rut your Lordſhip may fancy you have a Salvo in Re- 
a ſerve; You may tell me that the Sentence I refer to, as 
de well as many others in your Diicourſe, is guarded with 
n- the Word atſo/ute. I am aware of it, my Lord; I have 
a left a Blank for it in my Quotation, which (as I am go- 
ut ing to owe? will ſignitic juſt as much, and be as en- 
a tirely available to your Lordſhip's Purpoſe, as if the 
ng Word ſtood there ar full Length, 
a- The plain and known Import of the Word abſolute, is, 
d- unlimited, unconditional, not clogg'd or reſtrain'd by 
of any one Exception or Reſerve. And in this Senſe in- 
or deed, it may truly be affirm'd, that no Power or Au- 
er thority upon Earth is abſolute. There is one Exception, 
a and there is but one, by which our Obadience ts all 
rs Earthly Governors muſt be bounded. And that is, that 
ee their Commands be not diſagreeable to the Laws of 
he Chriſt. If Kings themſelves enjoin things contrary to 


he the Word of God, we are to obey God rather than Man, 

If the Miniſters of Chriſt, in their perſonal Capacity, 
ne teach Doctrines repugnant to the Scriptures, they are 
not to be hearken d to. If the Collective Body of the 


1 Clergy, legally aſſembled, agree upon — Determina- 
FL tions or Decifions, if they frame any Articles or Canons 
of contrary to what we are taught in the Holy Scriptures ; 
d- they cannot bind the Conſcience. And if this had been 
he the Saving, which your Lordſhip had in View, and 
to what you had intended to provide for, wherever you 
l- have inſerted the Word abſolute; many of the offenſive 
— Paſſages, with which your Sermon every where abounds 
be, night have been alleviated, tho' a great deal of Offence | |, 
nd would ſtill have remain'd: | | 
t- But, my Lord, you have cut your ſelf off from any 
e- Benefit of that Plea. We are ſure you did not mean to 
If make the Unlawfulneſs of human Decifions the Ground 
ur of your denying the Authority, by which they were de- 
o creed; becauſe you have told us fo your ſelf. That, it 
o- ſeems, is a Matter of ſmall Moment, and does not weigh 
16 with your Lordſhip at all. For you tell us in ſo many 
h R Word, 


— — 


— 
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Words, Page 15. that the Caſe is the ſame, whether 2 
[who aſſume this Power of deciding] happen to agree 
with Chritt, or to differ from him. Still, as long as they are 
the Law-givers and Fudges, without any Interpoſation of Chriſt, 
either to guide or correct their Deciſions, they are Kings of this 
Kingdom, and not Chriſt Feſus. Nothing can be more evi- 
dent, than that, whatever latent Relerve your Lordſhip 
intends by rhe Word abſolute; it is not that, which a- 
lone can quality the Groſsneis of your Aſſertions. Your 
abſolutely had gone before in that very Sentence; where 
it cannot be pretended to be taken in the Senſe, which 
you in the ſame Breath diſclaim: And one may very 
reaſonably inferr, that you meant juſt as much by it, 
wherever it occurs. 

Thus, while we are taught by the Goſpel, to obey 
the Commands both of our Spiritual and Temporal Su- 
periors, in all things lawful; we are taught by your 
Lordſhip to receive no Commands from any Superiors, 
whether Spiritual or Temporal, whether in Cales law- 
ful or unlawful, in Matters relating to Conſcience. 

I perſuade my ſelf, I ſhall not be thought in any 
thing that has been ſaid, to have put any Force upon 
your Lordihips Words, or miſinterpreted your Meaning. 
I am ſure, I have not done it wilfully, I have only urged 
what I conceive to be, and what I think muſt appear to 
others, a very natural Deduction from your own Tenents. 

But to make it more fully manifeſt, that I have don: 
you no wrong, I can appeal to other Places of your 
Sermon, where you have advanc'd the fame Notion 
in more undiſguis'd and peremptory Terms, without 
mincing or palliating, without the leaſt Guard of Cau- 

tion. But particularly in the following Sentence in 


the 14th Page. 


« If any Man upon Earth have a Right to add to the 


« Sanctions of his [ Chriſt's] Laws; that is, to increaſe 
« the Number, or alter the Nature of the Rewards and 
« Puniſhmentrs of his Subjects, in Matters of Conſcience 
« and Salvation; they are ſo far King's in his Stead : 
« and reign in their own Kingdom, and not in His. 


A 


DP 
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A very daring Aſſeveratien indeed! If any Man ubon 
Earth have ſuch a Right, &c. that is to ſay, if any King, 
Parliament, State or Potentate, or any Earthly Power 
whatſoever, ſhall encourage Religion by any Temporal 
Rewards, or diſcourage it by any Temporal Penalties, 
they uſurp the Dominion of Chriſt, and dethrone him 
from his Spiritual Kingdom. 

This bears very hard indeed on the Acts for prevent- 

ing Occaſional Conformity and Schiſm, and let us ſuppoſe 
the Argument were to have its Effect towards the re- 
verſing of them: How does your Lordſhip know ir will 
ſtop teere? How can you be ſure, that the Enemies of 
our Conſtitution will not borrow it of you, and apply 
it to their own purpoſes ? For if it were true, that no 
Men upon Earth have a Power of enacting Laws with 
penal or promiſſory Sanctions in Matter of Conſcience, 
this would equally ſtrike at all the incapacitating Laws 
in Force, not only againſt Proteſtant Difſenters, but Pa- 
piſts too: Neither the one, nor the other, it ſeems, are 
to be laid under ſuch excluſive Forfeitures, or negative 
Diſcouragements. Chriſt's Kingdom is not of this World, 
and none of the Engines of this World are to be employ'd 
either for, or againſt his Subjects. 
The very Acts that ſecure the Proteſtant Succeſſion, 
and have made it impracticable for any Papiſt to aſ- 
cend the Throne, excluding for ever ail of that Per- 
ſuaſion from ſuch Claim, as they might otherwiſe have 
a legal Title to, for no other Demerit, but purely for 
the ſake of their Religion, muſt by this Reaſon be 
overthrown. 

Nay, the very Act of Settlement, by vertue of which 
his preſent Majeſty poſſeſſes the Crown, would ſtand 
upon no better a Foot; wherein it is provided, as one 
of the Limitations, That whoſoever ſhall hereafter come to 
the Poſſ ion of this Crown, ſhall join in Communion with the 
Church of England, as by Law eſtabliſhed. | 

Will your Lordſhip deny that a Crown is a Tem- 
poral Reward? Will you ſay that the Loſs and For- 
teiture of a Crown is not a Temporal Penalty? Can 


you pretend that being of this or that Religion 15 not a 
Matter 
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Matter of Conſcience and Salvation? And is it not 
notorious that the moſt ſolemn Laws of this Realm 
have made the Enjoyment or Lois of a Crown the 
Reward or Penalty of one, or the other Religion: 
What remains then? Why, either your Lordſhip muſt 
ſay, as hitherto you do, that they had no Right to 
annex ſuch Temporal Sauctions to religious Concerns ; 
(which if you will venture to {peak out, I muſt leave 
you to the Animadverhon of the Higher Powers) or 
you will be under a Neceſſity of retracting that raſh 
and dogmatical Aſſertion, deliver'd in ſuch crude and 
general Terms, in the Paſſage 1 have lately cited. 
In the mean Time, let me ask your Lordſhip ; would 
it not have become ſo zealous an Advocate for the 
Revalution, who has formerly declared, that he /ov'd the 
very Ground on which it ſtood ; to have put in one Word 
of Exception, in Fayour of it? Was it fit for one fo 
highly favour d by his Majeſty King George, to preach 
ſuch Doctrine in his preſence, as, in its Conſequences, 
rends to the weakening his Royal Title; Might it not 
have been expected from ſo true 4 Proteſtant, whatever 
Indulgence, he had ſhewn to others, to have found out 
ſome Diſtinction, to fetch in Papiſts at leaſt within the 
Reach of Negative Diſcouragements? But not a Syllable, 
not a Hint is there to that Purpoſe. Nay, I cannot 
help obſerving, that in the whole Compaſs of your 
Lordſhip's Sermon, there is not the leaſt Glance, that 
ſeems to be aim'd at Popery in Particular, which con- 
ſidering the Subject, one would think, could not well 
have been avoided. No, your Lordſhip, I maſt needs 
ay, has dealt your Favours, with a very equal and un- 
diſtinguiſhing Hand, to all Churches, and all Reli— 
gions. 
Such are the dangerous Conſequences ariſing from 
your Lordſhip's Poſitions, that ſeem, to me, to affect 
the State. Ler me beg your Lord{hip's Patience, while 
I mention ſome that concern the Church; I folemnly 
Profeſs that the whole Drift of your Argument appears, 
to my View, to be leyel'd not againſt any one particular 
Branch of our Eftabliſhment,” but againſt the _— 
3 Tame 
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Frame and Syſtem of it at once: Nay, not only 


— gainſt the Polity of the Church of, Exgland, but 
the Igainſt all Eccleſiaſtical Polity whatever, If 


jour Lordſhip's Reaſonings are right, there ne- 
er was any Part of the Catholick Church, di- 
her in the Days of the Apoſtles, or at any time 
lince, in any Nation of the World, that has 
ot, as a Church, acted in direct Oppoſition to 
he Will of our blefled Saviour, and uturp'd an 
uthority, that he had never delegated. All 
ho have been interpreting his Laws, have been 


1d : ; 

he Inaking Laws for him. All impos'd Terms of 
" ommunion, according to your Lordſhip, are 
Tr 


6 ful; nor can any Number of wiſe and good 
Men, agreeing together in the ſame Notions, 
and aſſembled by legal Authority, in due Subor- 
ination to the the Civil Magiſtrate, tho' with 
he moſt unanimous Conſent, eſtabliſh any Rules, 
r ordain any Method of Church-Government, 
nat ſhall be binding, even for Peace and Quiet's 
ot Fake, to any others. EOS Sg 
ur Thus all Articles and Creeds are deſtroy'd at 
ar Fonce,: which were ſettled by Men ſo aſſembled. 
All Ads of General Councils were void and null 
4s from the Beginning. Nay, even the Decrees 
n- of the Council at Jeraſalem, held by the Apoſtles 
li- Fthemſelyes, were never of any Force; they ſat 
there as Uſurpers, they never had a Right to 
ct make any Laws, which belongs ſolely and pe- 
ile Neuliarly to their KING Chriſt Jeſus. All, with- 
ly out Exception, who have ever gather'd them- 
5, elves. together in a Synodical Meeting, to Jun 
in the framing ſuch. Canons, Rules or Ori- 
| = nances, 
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nances, as have been thought proper to oblige 
thers to a Unity of Profeſſion, are, in you 
Lordſhip's Notion, no better than Invaders « 
Chriſt's Kingdoms, Erectors of an illegal Tri 
bunal, and Exerciſers of an Authority, that ne 
ver was committed to them. 

Upon theſe Principles, I do not ſee how Yout 

Lordſhip can offer to take your Place in th 
Provincial Synod : How you can require Sub 
ſcriptions or Declarations of thoſe whom yo 
Ordain, or exerciſe almoſt any 2 of Manet 
Juriſdiction. 
The Church was bid to prepare for a State 0 
Perſecution, and ſuch a one it ſeverely ſmartet 
under : Bur it was to have a flouriſhing Eſtat: 
likewiſe : Kings, in due time, were to be jt 
Nurſing Fathers, and Queens its Nurſing Mo 
thers. And are the Rulers of the Earth no: 
to be told, that it is Criminal in them to defend 
the Church ? That to ſupport it by any Tem 
poral Encouragements, or to reſtrain the Znc 
mies of it by any T emporal Penalties, is acting 
out of their Sphere, and affecting a Dominio 
in Chriſt's Spiritual Kingdom? 

Your Lordſhip, Page 29. ſpakes of ſome Pr? 
tenſions, which would have prevented all Refori: 
tion, where it hath been, and will for ever prev 
it where it is not already. May we notſſay that you! 
Lordſhip's Scheme has a natural tendency, , 
deſtroy all Reformation, where it is already, and 
forever to prevent a ſecond return of it? For ſup: 
poſe. that zlorions Confuſion ſhould take effi 
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_ 'Suppoſe the Influence of earthly Power to be 


withdrawn, the Fences of the Church thrown 
down, no religious Qualifications any longer in- 
ſiſted on; but Perſons of every Denomination, e- 
qually capable of all Promotions; What do you 
imagine the Conſequence might be? According 
to this Project, every ſort of Men might have 
their Turn of being uppermoſt, and Papiſts as 
well as others; and if once it came to that, 
Does your Lordſhip know them ſo little: Can 
you be ſo unacquainted with their Zeal and Po- 
lity, as not to foreſee, that it would not be long 
before they would ſet up new Fences excluſive 
of us? With all Honour and Reſpect to che hap- 
py Reformation I ſpeak it; the Preachers, who 


firſt began it, argu'd moſt convincingly ; the 


Martyrs ſuffer'd gloriouſly; but the deſirable 
Work was not completed, till the Earthly Ru- 
lers being themſelves converted, eſtabliſh'd and 
confirm dit by Temporal Sanctions. 

I am prevented, by a very neceſſary Avocation, 
from offering ſome other Matters to your Lord- 
ſhip's Conſideration, and particularly from com- 
paring you preſent Docttines with what you 


have formerly taught. But I ſhall ſtay to offer 


your Lordſhip one Piece of Advice ; that in 
the next Impreſſion of your Sermon, you would 
not ſuffer your Bookſeller to expoſe you, by 


advertifing your Reaſonableneſs of Conformity at 
the Back of it. If your Lordſhip thinks fit to 
ſtand to your new Principles, you have Reaſon 
to be aſham'd of that Book, and in all 


good 
Policy 
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$14 Policy ſhould labouf to 5 it, hich col 
| © tains Doctrines as oppoſite to thofe you - noW! 
| |” teach, as Light is toiDarkneſs: Nay, as oppoſite 
| as your Lordſhip's preſent Practice is to you 
former "INN Doctrines. I am 
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